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From the Principal..................... 
 

Tena Koutou Katoa 
Talofa lava 
Warm greetings to you all 

 
“Perfection depends, not so much on doing extra- 
ordinary actions, as on doing extraordinarily well the 
ordinary actions and exercises of every day.”   
                         Catherine McAuley                                                     
 

In Term 4 our lives at school very much revolve around 
completing assessments and preparing for exams. It can 
be an extremely stressful time, not only at school but also 
at home. The above quote from Catherine McAuley, in 
terms of the everyday asks our girls to just ‘stick’ at their 
study during the term, by giving everything that they are 
doing their very best. Please continue to support your 
daughter(s) to have balance in their lives, with plenty of 
sleep and a well organised programme of revision.  
 

ERO Review   
“Staff and students are friendly and welcoming and 
teachers know students well. A wide range of academic, 
sporting and cultural activities is offered……  
 

Students are engaged in their learning, work together and 
interact respectfully. They are comfortable to ask 
questions and share their views. Their successes are 
recognised and celebrated……  
 

Suitable and flexible learning pathways are planned in 
response to the needs of individual students. ….. 
 

Many teachers use effective strategies that build on 
students’ prior learning, and relevant contexts to link 
student experiences.” 
 

These are a sample of some of the feedback that we have 
just officially received from the ERO Review that the 
school undertook last term. If you would like to read more 
please go to the link on our website. 
 

Prize Giving – 6 December - 7 pm 
This year Prize Giving will be held at St Patrick’s College 
and it will be great to catch up with many of you at this 
function. 
 
 

 
Social Media sites 
It has come to my attention that there is some rather 
nasty cyber bullying happening in and around Facebook 
within the wider Wellington school communities. I have 
spoken to our girls and emphasised that the College does 
not tolerate students being demeaned in this fashion.  As 
Catherine McAuely said “To have Jesus Christ formed in 
us is to think as He did, to speak as He spoke and to will 
as He willed”.  If appropriate, please have a conversation 
with your daughter around the appropriate use of 
Facebook. 
 

Important Notice about the 
Southern Suburbs Bus Run 
We will be trialling the Island Bay bus  
run on the morning of November 9.  
If you have registered with the Bus Run could you please 
contact the office before 9 November and we can 
organise for your daughter to be picked up as part of the 
trial run. There will be no charge for this run. 
 

The New Pathway from the College down to 
Kilbirnie 
Many thanks to the Board of Trustees for organising the 
new pathway up to the school from Kilbirnie.  We look 
forward to the landscaping that is still to come. 
 

Congratulations 
My congratulations go to the many young women, 
throughout the school, who are each achieving at and 
above their own personal excellence levels.  In particular, 
I would like to mention Grace Jansen who has obtained 
the highest score in the Australasian English Competition 
for Year 13 and Ella Jansen who obtained the highest 
score for Year 11 in the same competition.  And Jaymee 
Graham who has been selected for the NZ Youth Girls’ 
Water Polo team. 
 

 
Congratulations also to Mr. Brad Evelyn who has recently 
been selected to attend the Seminar for Educators from 
New Zealand: TEACHING ABOUT THE SHOAH AND 
ANTISEMITISM held in Jerusalem January 14, 2013 – 
January 28, 2013. 

 
My door is always open 
God Bless 
 

Mary Curran 

Principal 
 

 



         An extract from Te Kete Atawhai Mercy Basket, Sisters of Mercy, New Zealand, Vol.1, Issue 3, Sept 2012. 
  

From the Director of RE..……......... 
 

MERCY DAY: Thank you for supporting your daughters 
and their participation in Mercy Day at the end of last 
term. We had a fun day, full of colour and music. It was 
truly a blessing to see the College having a great day after 
a lot of hard work in Term 3. It is good to celebrate Mercy 
as the work of Catherine McAuley and the Sisters of 
Mercy must never be forgotten.  
 

 
Staff in fancy dress on Mercy Day 

 

CHRISTMAS BOXES: The year is drawing to a close but 
there is a lot of work to be done here first. We are filling 
Christmas shoe boxes for poor families again this term. 
Ms Willis has found us plenty of empty shoe boxes to fill 
with little gifts for poor children in our community. Please 
encourage your daughters to be generous and to bring 

small useful items to fill the boxes. These boxes always 
bring joy to those who receive them.  
 

THANKSGIVING MASS, 7 Nov, 12.05pm:  We are getting 
ready for our final Thanksgiving Mass as well. Parents of 
leavers are invited to attend this final Mass of 2012 in the 
Hall. It will be a joyous and also sad occasion as we 
celebrate the Eucharist with our Year 13 students for the 
last time.  
 

TEXTBOOK RETURNS: On a more ordinary level, many 
students have taken Religious Education textbooks home 
over the course of the year (and previous years!). Please 
check your daughter's bedroom, under the bed and on 
the bookshelf, to find textbooks which should be returned 
to Mrs O'Brien. I would appreciate your support as 
textbooks are expensive! 
 

Jenny O’Brien, Director of Religious Studies 

 
 
From the Deputy Principal 
(Curriculum) 
 
NCEA examinations 

All Year 11, 12 and 13 students should have checked their 
entries on the NZQA website by now. If there are ANY 
concerns or if students need their NSN number please see 
Ms Page asap.  
   



On the 7 November students will be given their exam- 
ination slips and a talk by the Exam Centre Manager at the 
following times. Students must be present at this talk and  
be at school for the whole morning and in correct school 
uniform: 
  

  8.45am, Year 11 
  9.30am, Year 12 
10.15am, Year 13 

  
At 12 o'clock  there will be a Thanksgiving Mass in the Hall 
and all seniors will be dismissed at 1pm. Family members 
of Year 13 leavers are invited to join us at this Mass. 
  
The school library will operate as a study centre from 8th 
November until 23rd November. Students must respect 
the rules of the library at all times. After this date a study 
room will be available. 
  
Year 11 and 12 students are expected to wear school 
uniform to exams. Year 13's may wear mufti. 
  
Before each exam we will meet in the library for a roll 
check and prayer. Students will need to take their bags to 
the Hall with them to be kept on the stage. This is more 
secure than keeping bags in the library. Phones will need 
to be kept in bags turned off.  Pencils and pens will need 
to be in a clear plastic bag. Students must bring their 
examination slip to each exam.  
  
Senior student book return will be held on 5th December 
period 1-4 in the school library. It would be helpful if 
students could return all textbooks, library books,  sports 
gear and pay outstanding fees well before this date. 
 

Students are  all be expected to attend school prizegiving 
on 6 December. There will be a rehearsal  from 9am-noon  
at St Pat's College.  Students will be required to be back at 
there by 6.30pm. 
 

Ultra Fast Broadband 
You may have noticed some disruptions to footpaths in 
Bourke Street over the last few weeks. This is because St 
Catherine's College is preparing to access Ultrafast Broad- 
band provided by the Ministry of Education. 
 

We are in the process of investigating allowing students 
to bring their own digital device (laptop, netbook, tablet, 
ipod, smart phone) from next year. This is part of shifting 
the school from empowering to enabling on the Ministry 
of Education e-learning framework. Staff will give 
students rationale for the use of devices in their learning 
area. If a student does not have a device to bring, 
alternative resources will be made available so the 
student is not disadvantaged. The student will have their 
own unique password to be able to access the wireless 
internet (not the school network) during school hours 
only on their device. This means we can monitor internet 
usage better. Accessing the school network and 
programmes will only be available by using our four 
computer labs. 
 

Possible guidelines will be: 

 The student will need to have the device fully insured 
and take full responsibility for their own device.  

 A locker  will need to be leased at school for storage 
$20 per year. Students bring their own padlock. 

 Devices will need to be fully powered up at home - 
there will not be a facility to power devices at school. 

 There will be a set up charge to make sure the device 
is free of viruses and corrupt software - likely to be 
$35 per year. 

 Programme installation will be the responsibility of 
the user. 

 

Please visit the following websites recommended by 
Norrcom (our technical support contractors) 
byod.school.nz and byod.co.nz for suggestion of devices  
if you are interested in purchasing one for your daughter. 
 

Please contact: 
Mandy Page at mandy.page@stcatherinescollege.school.nz,  
or Monique Simpson at monique.simpson@stcatherinescollege.school.nz  

for further information. 
  

Mandy Page 

Deputy Principal (Curriculum) 

 

 

From the Deputy Principal 
(Pastoral)……………………......... 
 

Uniform 
From now on, students are expected to be in full summer 
uniform.  This includes:  

 short-sleeved, white shirt 

 black, leather, lace-up shoes and white ankle 
socks (please, no sports socks) 
OR  black, Roman sandals 

We remind you that girls are to wear their blazers to and 
from school every day.  Puffer jackets must not be 
substituted for blazers. Long hair should always be tied 
back and jewellery is limited to a wrist watch and one 
small earring in each ear.  Facial studs are not permitted 
and must be removed. 
 
Our girls are often commended on their neat appearance.  
Please support us in this by monitoring your daughter’s 
uniform so that we can maintain this high standard. 
 

Chris Jarratt 

Deputy Principal (Pastoral) 

 

 

English Dept News………………….. 
 
The ICAS Australasian English Competition results have 
arrived in the school.  This year a total of 50 students 
participated in the ICAS Australasian English Competition.  



We have done very well, with 16 students gaining Credit 
Certificates or higher, with particularly good results in 
Years 10, 11, and 13, where our average scores were well 
above the New Zealand average.  In Year 9 we were just 
below the New Zealand average and in Year 12 we were 
at the New Zealand average. 
 
Jasmine Arora scored the top mark in Year 9.   
 
The following students gained Credit Certificates (top 3rd 
of participants):  
Year 10 - Chaveaunielle Aizpuru, Amy Campbell, and 
Terena Federico;  
Year 11 - Christina Fitu and Emily van Voornveld;  
Year 12 - Jean Kozyniak and Karishma Patel;  
Year 13 - Maggie Kozyniak. 
 
The following students gained Distinction Certificates (top 
10% of participants):  
Year 10 Charyne Sundgren and Kuini Vidal;  
Year 11 - Caitlin de Reeper, Hannah King and Rosanna 
Williams;  
Year 12 - Julie Vidal 
 
In addition to these, Ella Jansen achieved a High 
Distinction (top 1%) and was placed first overall in New 
Zealand for Year 11, while Grace Jansen also achieved a 
High Distinction (top 1%) and was first overall in New 
Zealand for Year 13.  Both girls will receive gold medals in 
recognition of this extraordinary achievement.  We are 
very proud of you! 
 

Debating and Public Speaking 
Congratulations to Ms MacIver’s Junior Premier debaters 
(Chaveaunielle Aizpuru, Tabatha Billington, Amy 
Campbell, Terena Federico and Clare Lewis) for getting 
through to the semi-finals of their grade.  Sadly, they lost 
their semi-final debate against Wellington Girls’ College, 
but did exceptionally well to finish amongst the top four 
teams.  Ms Walsh’s Junior Certificate team (Jasmine 
Arora, Raisham Dahya and Zakiya Nowicki-McCulloch) 
have gone on to the quarter-finals of their grade.  We 
wish them luck with their next round! 
 
At the end of Term Three the annual PTA Cup interclass 
debating competition took place.  The Cup was won by 
10BG, represented by Zakiya Nowicki-McCulloch, and 
Clare Lewis.  Congratulations, girls!  We were delighted 
that Mrs Hubbard was able to adjudicate the competition. 
In early September, the Wellington Speaking Union’s 
Stockley Cup Speech Competition was held.  Karishma 
Patel represented us in this competition and came third 
with her speech entitled "Weaving a rainbow ribbon - 
conquering cultural confusion".  Well done, Karishma! 
 

Senior Dean bulletin: 
It is that time of year when Year 13 students are making 
arrangements for their big step beyond school.  Several of 
our students have applied for scholarships and the 
successes are beginning to roll in.  Congratulations to 
Tessa Murphy, who is the recipient of the Wild at Heart 

Award this year. This award is presented by the 
Wellington Airport Authority in recognition of a student 
who has contributed significantly to both school and the 
local community, and Tessa has won this award for her 
work as a Whanau Leader, and for her involvement with 
the Marist St Pat’s Rugby Club.  Congratulations also go to 
Grace Jansen, who has been awarded a very prestigious 
Russell McVeagh Law Scholarship for School Leavers.  This 
is the first time a St Catherine’s student has achieved this 
scholarship and Grace is one of only two students in the 
Wellington region to be given the scholarship, which will 
support her throughout her Law studies at Otago 
University.  Anne Isaac and Maggie Kozyniak have been 
awarded Victoria University Excellence Scholarships for 
2013.  This is a fine achievement, based on excellent 
results in Year 12.  Congratulations, girls! 
 

Congratulations are also due to Julie Vidal and Khodi 
Simeona who have been accepted into the first stage of 
the First Foundation Programme.  This is a very lucrative 
scholarship programme for Year 12 students and, if the 
girls are successful in the next round of interviews, they 
could secure a tertiary scholarship worth a total of 
$12,000, along with paid work experience and mentoring.  
Best of luck with the next round, girls!! 
 

We recently received a list of old girls who have 
graduated from Victoria University (see list later in this 
newsletter).  It is exciting to see previous students who 
have gone on to complete tertiary study, often working 
against great odds to achieve their degrees.  These 
successes simply highlight that it is never too late to 
continue with education, and we warmly congratulate all 
these young women on their graduation and wish them 
every success in their chosen career pathways. 
 

Mrs Ryan  

HoD English and Senior Dean 

 

 

ESOL News……………………….…….. 
 

The ESOL Department welcomed Meseret Getahun (18 
years) and Netumare Getahun (14 years) to St Catherine’s 
College in September.  Sisters, Meseret and Netumare 
arrived in New Zealand from Ethiopia on 3 September and 
have been enrolled in Year 9 and 10 for the remainder of 
the school year.  Meseret and Netumare join a growing 
number of new refugee students to the College, most of 
whom have minimal English language proficiency.  There 
are now over 40 students needing specialist ‘English as a 
second language’ classes which equates to approximately 
12% of the school population.  While this poses fresh 
challenges to staff and students the presence of students 
from a refugee background adds to the diversity of our 
community and provides an opportunity to show mercy. 
 

Lisa Lorenzen 

ESOL 



French Dept News………………….. 
 
Congratulations to the following students on their success 
in the Australian French Competition: 
 

Certificate 1 – Listening only 
Distinction 
Hannah Durojaiye 
Credit 
Jasmine Arora, Stormy Bourne-Higgs, Georgia Gadsby, Gabrielle 
Hamilton, Yasmine Kayem, Isabella Needham, Ella Pinnell-
Diplock, Elisha Prasad, Kathryn Prince, Nite So’oa-Solofuti, 
Talitha Tanuvasa, Ashleigh Waszak. 
 

Certificate 2  
High Distinction in Reading, and Distinction in 
Listening 
Charyne Sundgren 

Distinction in both Listening and Reading 
Madeleine Reese and Hope Savali 

Distinction 
Kuini Vidal – Distinction in Reading and Credit in Listening 

Credit in both Reading and Listening 
Rachel Allen, Sophia Basile, Tabatha Billington, Anna Cacace, 
Amy Campbell, Lauren Duggan, Terena Federico, Martha Mallon, 
Rebecca Wilson. 

Credit in Reading 
Josie Kozyniak, Alatauia Sasa, Lauren Simpson 

 
Certificate 3 
High Distinction in Reading and Distinction in Listening 
Julie Vidal 
James Ramsay (SPC) 

Distinction in Listening and Reading 
Karishma Patel 
James Berry, Timothy Helbano (SPC) 

Distinction in Reading and Credit in Listening 
Joanah Ngan-Woo 

Credit in Listening and Reading 
Kaysee Savali, Sian Gregan 
Jonathan Veitch, Connor Lemon (SPC) 

Credit in Reading 
Shanya Godinet-Foalima, Nera Tautau,  
and Joseph Quirke (SPC) 

Credit in Listening 
Sophie Halliday, Kezia Thompson 

 
Congratulations also to Ella Jansen and Emily van 
Voornveld for their participation in the Alliance Française 
Oral Competition.  Whilst the girls were unplaced, they 
acquitted themselves well in a very strong field, and have 
been awarded certificates.  
 

             5 good reasons to continue learning  
 French…….. 
 

1. Our exchange programme with Lycée Robespierre, a 
high school in Arras, in the north of France.  This is 
entering its fifth year and is unique in New Zealand in 
that our students spend 5 months living with a French 
family.  This could be you next year! 

[ There is also a Tahiti exchange programme over 
the summer.] 

2. The job market is a GLOBAL one.  Most young 
Europeans can use 3 or 4 languages.  Make sure you 
can compete!   

3. 54 countries have French as an official language. 
4. Language learning creates new neural pathways, 

making you smarter, better able to multi-task and 
adapt for new circumstances.  When you learn 
another language you learn better across all your 
subjects. 

5. As well as learning the language, you are learning 
about the people, their culture and civilisation, their 
food, films, history and geography. 
 

Exchange News 
Next year we will host two Robespierre students, Camille 
and Cécile, who will be with us for Terms 1 and 2. 

 

 

              Bonjour from France! 
 

Sian Gregan: 
Nera and I have been in France for 1 month now and are loving 
it.  The first week here was the most intense; meeting my host 
family, making new friends and adjusting to the language. 
Already I am understanding more than I could when I first 
arrived and am settling into the French way of life. One of the 
things that shocked me the most, was that the teachers still use 
chalk boards. I love the school canteen, the food is great, and 
you get to have dessert after lunch. The school days are long, 
sometimes I start at 8am and finish at 6pm, but I’m used to it 
now. There are also vending machines at school, which I 
regularly waste my money on. Last week we participated in a 
sports day, rather like Athletics Day. It was really fun, and a good 
way to meet people from other classes. The photo is of Nera, 
Eugenie (the sister of Louise, who came to New Zealand earlier 

this year) and me at the Sports Day.  Sian. 
 

Nera Tautau 
Two months ago, I couldn’t imagine that I’d still be getting up at 
6.30am every morning, catching the bus at 7.15am and arriving 
at school 7.30am. Then having class from 8am and not finishing 
until 6pm was not exactly what I had in mind when I pictured 
school in France. I have gradually got used to 10-hour days at 
school and the canteen and school finishing at 12pm every 
Wednesday make up for it. The cantine food is pretty good too. 
Better than I thought it would be. We’ve had cordon bleu, steak 
and chips, salmon and ice-cream to apple pie for dessert. C’est la 
vie! 

 
Nera, Eugenie and Sian 



Les vacances commence in 2 weeks, the first 'term' has passed 
surprisingly quickly. It still feels as if I only arrived 2weeks ago 
but it has in fact been 7weeks since school started. 
 
Life has been pretty good in France so far, school's all right. The 
only bad thing that I can say is that the school is made up of 5 
floors and you only have 1 minute in between classes so if you're 
on the first floor and your next class is on the fifth floor, bonne 
chance.  
 
After one month, I finally understand what's being taught in 
class and I'm starting to be more confident speaking French.  It's 
nice having other New Zealanders at school. It’s nice to hear a 
kiwi accent every now and then. It was surprisingly easy to make 
friends after the first two weeks were over, you start to warm 
up to everyone and the novelty begins to wear off. People stop 
staring at you like you're some sort of circus elephant. The 
culture shock wore off after my first week. I got used to 
everyone kissing each other on both cheeks everytime you say hi 
and even the guys doing it to each other which was a bit strange 
at first. And other small things such as driving on the right side 
and everyone smoking all the time, even at school. Also 
discovering that nobody knows what netball is was quite sad. I 
discovered that you either do horse riding or some form of 
dance if you're a girl and football or tennis if you're a boy. Rugby 
is a little popular but in high school not so much. It’s also not fair 
that only the rugby boys at school get to have lockers. We carry 
a ridiculous amount of textbooks around. It’s the  price you have 
to pay for taking 13 subjects. 
 
J'adore la France. 5 months is too short for moi, but I miss the 
familiarity of home and the people. 

A quatre mois.  Nera 
[Read Nera’s blog in French at www.neratautau.wordpress.com] 

 

 
Nera with her host family at Vimy Ridge 

 

Maureen MacIver 

HoD Languages 
 

Science Dept News…………………. 
 
We are pleased to present to 8 girls from 10CL their 
Electronics Science Badge for independent work carried 
out in Term 3.  They are: 
Celine Dabuet, Widad Ballo, Demesha Whyte, Terena 
Federico, Madeleine Reese, Priyal Patel, and Dianne 
Padernal and Helen Jamel (not present for photo). 
 

 
 

Liz Hill 

HoD Science 
 

 

Media Studies News.................. 
 

Talented Film Makers Recognised 

 

               

 

Talented Year 13 Media Studies Students – Anne Isaac, 
Rachel Duignan and Tessa Reid have been announced as 
one of three finalists in the New Zealand wide Inspiring 
Films Competition. 
 

Their short film titled “Silencio” has been shortlisted in 
the Human Rights Category. Preview their finished film on 
our website at www.stcatherinescollege.school.nz. You 
will need to scroll right down the text to get to their entry. 
Final winners announced on 17 November.  We should be 
very proud of their efforts! 
 

Haley Gould 

Media Studies 

 

 

Geography News......................... 
 

Mulch Mania 
We have now sold over 350 bags of mulch and some girls 
are getting good amounts in their Samoa account.  It is 
the perfect time to put mulch on your garden.  It holds in 
water and suppresses weeds so get it now before the 
seniors leave and I have a big pile to deal with. 

http://mercyeducation.files.wordpress.com/2012/09/student_film1.png


Details:  40 litre bags cost $5.00 per bag.  However, if you 
buy 4 bags, you get 1 free.  We can deliver as far as Tawa 
and Lower Hutt.  Buy now and have your garden looking 
good for Christmas.  Ph:  Gill Willis (479-7380) or email me 
on gill.willis@stcatherinescollege.school.nz 
 

Gill Willis 

HoD, Geography 

 

 
Materials Technology  News......... 
 
 

Every student in the Materials Technology class made 
blocks for this colourful baby quilt to give to Ms Summers 
who has now gone on Maternity leave.     

 

 
Diane Sweet 

Textiles 
 
 

Other College News.................... 
 
 

CONGRATULATIONS TO EX-ST CATH’S  
STUDENTS WHO HAVE RECENTLY GRADUATED 
FROM TERTIARY INSTITUTIONS IN 2011: 
 

 Victoria University:   
Alefosio, Toaga;  Bosch, Stephanie;  Bowman, Kellie;  
Buless, Sandra;  Compton, Amanda;  Drummond, Paula;  
Fatu, Therese;  Gifford, Anna;  Goldswain, Wendy;  
Greening, Shannon;  Hermiz, Samah;  Hiddleston, Averil;  
Howard, Caitlin;  Love, Samantha;  McCafferty, Isabella;  
Moore, Kimberly;  Natoli, Terryn;  Raeburn, Mikayla;  
Robinson, Danielle;  Rubio, Andrea;  Sefo, Agnes;  Tovia, 
Katerina;  Vi-Thi-Phuong, Vu;  Yiw-Brandt, Joyce 
 

 Otago University: 
Fernando, Ruwani;  Jorgensen, Karina;  Taylor, Robyn 
 
 

 

WHANAU HUI BBQ 
Kia ora ki te Whanau o Hato Kataraina.  Our last Whanau 
Hui for 2012 will take place on Monday 29 October from 
5:30pm to 7:30pm in the form of a BBQ.  Our students 
studying Māori will be sharing some of what they have 
learnt this year and we will be welcoming our new Year 9 
students for 2013. This will be followed by discussion 
around the direction we want to be heading in next year.  
Anyone is welcome, especially those with an interest in 
supporting the school in providing the best possible 
education to all students, with a focus on the 
achievement and well-being of students of Māori descent, 
and the fostering of Te Ao Māori in our school 
community.  Please RSVP either by phoning Rebecca 
Rapira-Davies on 021883973 or emailing 
bec@stcatherinescollege.school.nz  so that we have 
numbers for catering.  We look forward to seeing you all 
there. 

 

The Multicultural Club and  
Tu Tangata News…………………… 
 
The Multicultural Club has put in a huge effort this year – 
countless lunchtimes, after school and Saturday practices 
– to reach a very high standard of performance in the Tu 
Tangata Festival.  They looked absolutely wonderful in 
their new costumes set off by red feathers in their hair.  
This year the girls fundraised in order to be able to have 
the costumes professionally fitted and made and thanks 
go to Mrs Sophie Jolliffe who organised and liaised to 
make that happen. 
 

 
 
Tu Tangata this year involved nine schools from 
Wellington, Lower Hutt and Wainuiomata, the biggest 
festival in many years.  Our girls performed second and 
were the first girls’ school. They set  a very high standard 
of performance and were much appreciated by the 
audience who packed the Opera House.  The hours of 
practice paid off and the girls can be justifiably proud of 
themselves. We are grateful to the help of our parents 
and advisors, in particular Patsy Madar, Lotte Thogaga 
and Agnes Va’aua-Hamlin for their help as cultural 
advisors, supervisors and caterers. 
 
The Multicultural Club has two further performances this 
year: on 1 November they are the guest performers at 
Wellington College’s “Fiafia” night and they will also 
perform at Prizegiving on 6 December. 

mailto:gill.willis@stcatherinescollege.school.nz
mailto:bec@stcatherinescollege.school.nz


Careers/STAR News………………. 

GATEWAY 

What is Gateway? 
Gateway is a structured work-based learning programme 
which introduces students to the workplace. 
 
Gateway at St Catherine’s is for Year 12 & 13 students  
who want to train in an industry of interest.  For one day a 
week for 10 weeks students attend their workplace where 
they complete Unit Standards and are assessed.  Students 
catch up with missed school work and complete their Unit 
Standards in their school Gateway periods. 
 
Current Year 11 & 12 students may now apply to be a 
Gateway student in 2013. If you think this may be 
something that would suit your daughter ask her to 
collect an Expression of Interest form from the Careers 
space in the library. If you need to know more about the 
Gateway programme please phone me on 939 8988 ext. 
822. Interviews commence in Term 4. 
 

STAR  
 
What is STAR? 
Secondary Tertiary Alignment Resource is available for 
our Year 11-13 students. The resource is available to cater 
for learning needs that are not met in the school 
curriculum.  
 
Most courses are attended during Terms 1 and 2 as Terms 
3 and 4 are kept clear for assessments; therefore bookings 
for courses need to be made very early in the year.  Your 
daughter may request to attend a course or you may speak 
with me about your daughter(s) needs.  
 
Some examples of courses attended by students this year 
are: First Aid, Reliable Caregiver, Automotive Engineering, 
Coffee Making, Nursing experience - ½ Day, Early Child- 
hood, Business Administration, Hairdressing,  Baking, 
Adventure Based Learning course and  Travel Careers & 
Training courses.  

CAREERS 

Babysitting Certificate 
For many of our students Babysitting is often their first 
paid job, as they are legally allowed to care for young 
children from the age of 14.  A one day Plunket 
Babysitting Certificate course will run on the 14 
November, and will be offered to our junior students. 
Encourage your daughter to see me in the Careers space 
and sign up for this course.  There are 20 places available. 
 
DEFENCE VISIT 
Some students took the opportunity to visit the Defence 
Bus when it visited our college last term. There are many 
career areas within Defence and it is a great future option 
to be employed, learn skills, and avoid the student loan. 

 

  
 
 

 
 
HOTEL VISIT 
10 students interested in the Hospitality Industry were 
invited to visit the Comfort Hotel for a morning. The 
students were well looked after by the staff who had set 
up interactive stations. During the morning the students 
moved from station to station and the photos below tell 
the story. The morning finished with lunch in the 
restaurant. 
 
 

  
 
 



 
 

   
 

 
 
INTER-SCHOOL HOSPITALITY CULINARY CLUB 
Throughout the year Selina Petelo, Melina Tofete and 
Pearl Carty have participated in I-SHoCC, attending 
workshops after school every second week. To complete 
the year, and to showcase their skills they took part in the 
preparation and presentation of a dinner at the stadium 
on 28 September. Melina and Pearl are in their first year 
and used their front-of-house skills while Selina who is in 
her second year worked in the kitchen using her food 
presentation skills.  
 
Working with people in the industry has opened doors for 
Melina and Selina who leave school this year and will 
pursue a career in hospitality.  
 

    
Selina Petelo with Christian from Logan Brown 

                             Melina Tofete and Pearl Carty 

 

PLANNING TERTIARY STUDIES IN 2013? 

University applications should be well underway by now. 
Most closing dates are at the beginning of December and 
are to be taken seriously. The last University planning 
session within our college was during Week 1.  Studylink 
also visited and conducted an on-line application session 
to help with the student loan process.   

Technical Institutes/Polytechnics: Submit applications as 
soon as you can.  Don’t delay as you may find the course 
is full.  

Appointments can be made with any tertiary provider to 
help you with any questions you have. Just phone and 
make an appointment.   

 

                   Victoria University Planning Session 



The Breakout database for scholarships and grants can 
be accessed at school and we encourage our Year 13’s to 
search this database. Parents who would like to search 
Breakout on behalf of their daughter please contact me 
and I will arrange a time for you. Some application dates 
have already closed so now is the time to search.  

 

Ellen Castle 

Gateway,Careers, STAR Coordinator 

 
 
International Student News……… 
 

 
 
Every year, our senior students have “Senior Support 
Day”. This year, they went to Yamcha celebrating their 
hard work which they have put at St Catherine’s College. 
Crystal and Haruka enjoying themselves! 
 

 
 
Haruka, Tsuzumi , Nanako and Zein went to Picton on 4 
October. It was drizzling, cold when they arrived in Picton. 
After lunch they explored the shore marina and enjoyed 
themselves at the park. There were many craft shops on 
High Street and amazed to see necklaces using New 
Zealand coins in a shop. Very original and what a way to 
recycle our coins! They got back to Wellington very late at 
9:40pm but with pleasant tiredness.  
 

 
Nanako, Juri and Miwa stole a look at an interesting 
exhibition on the way to the concert: Zephyr Winf Quintet 
Concert held in Wellington Town Hall. The players have 
explained about the music pieces at the pre-concert talk 
and they were looking forward to the concert.  Nanako 
wanted to see if she could organize a wind ensemble 
when she goes back to Japan because she is a talented 
trumpet player herself. It turned out to be a bit boring 
one after all. 
 

 
Nanako is enjoying her volunteer work every Saturday at 
Red Cross. She started this work in term 3 and got full 
training and now she becomes a confident shopkeeper. 
 
Tsuzumi Takayama from Ikubunkan Global High School, 
Tokyo Japan is leaving us on Friday, 16 November. She has 
been a valuable member of our international students 
who is a role model for hard working and a capable 
ambassador for Japanese culture for our school.  
 
Farewell Party for International students and Yr 13 
students will be held on 2 November in MC1 from 
4:00pm. Anybody is welcome! Music, speech and food 
will be provided. 

 

Megan Kim 

International Student Coordinator 

 
Library News…………………….…… 
 
Reminder to all parents and students to start finding and 
returning school library books and textbooks as soon as 
possible. 
 

 



Seniors can return relevant books on the day of their 
exams into the Returns Box in the library.   
 
Seniors need to complete a clearance form before leaving 
College to make sure all school property has been 
returned. 
 

Sophie Jolliffe 

Librarian 

 
 

Health News.............................. 
 

Subsidy for Glasses and Vision Tests for 
Children 15 years and Under 
 
Dear Parents and Caregivers 
You may not be aware that there is a Spectacles Subsidy 
through Enable New Zealand to a maximum of $281.25 
available to help young people get eye tests and glasses if 
they need them.  Please ask your daughters if they feel 
like they are having difficulty reading text or seeing the 
board in class.  If they say "Yes" then please take 
advantage of this opportunity to get the assistance your 
daughter needs. 
 
If you go to SpecSavers then this subsidy is enough to pay 
for the vision test and at least one pair of basic glasses 
and frames. 
 
For more information you can call Enable New Zealand on 
0800 17 1981   or email: enable@enable.co.nz 
 
Get in now before your daughter turns 16 years!! 
 

Caro Atkinson 

Health 

 
 

Arts Coordinator News…………… 
 
Term 4 is always a quieter term for Arts Coordinating as 
we settle down to the last intense study period before 
senior exams. 
 
After junior exams, however, Year 9 and Year 10 students 
will have the opportunity to enjoy some visits to various 
cultural institutions. We are at present looking at visits to 
the National Film Archive, to art exhibitions at Te Papa 
and the Graduation Season at Toi Whakaari. On a 
scientific note, we are also hoping to take all of the juniors 
to see 'Into the Uncanny Valley', a fusion of theatre, 
dance, music and visual effects which celebrates the 
mystery of the universe. 
 
On the musical front, some of our students have been 
selected to perform with the Strike Batterie 100 at 

Downstage Theatre. The performances will be from 
December 6-8 at 7.30pm. Tickets may be purchased from 
Downstage and please confirm the starting time as it may 
alter.  It will be a great evening and we encourage anyone 
interested in percussion to attend. Ear plugs are always 
available for the more delicate of hearing in the audience, 
and are compulsory for performers. 
 

Jacqui Bisley  

Arts Coordinator 

 
 

Sports News…………………………… 
 
Sports awards were a great success and thank you to all 
who came.  Although there were a lot of students absent,  
the evening still went well and it was a great night. 
Congratulations to the following girls who all won awards 
at sports prize giving:  
 

Aina Ale  Martha  Mallon 

Gabe Armstrong-Scott  Rachel McLeod 

Nina August  Luseane  Me’afo’ou 

Alisi Aukafolau  Braila Mottram 

Sophia Basile  Tessa Murphy 

Allie Bell  Joanah Ngan-Woo 

Roxy Buchanan  Lydia Nguyen 

Michaela Calvert  Louisa  Pona 

Pauline Cinco  Kathryn Prince 

Gemma Cornish  Alicia Print 

Lauren Duggan  Tessa Reid 

Rachel Duignan  Liana  Roberts-Letiu 

Hannah Durojaiye  Joanna Rubi 

Rita Etuale  Alatauai Sasa 

Matalega Faatau  Hope Savali 

Laila Farah  Kaysee Savali 

Stephanie Fatu  Lauren Simpson 

Diana Foliaki  Ina Sola 

Jaymee Graham  Maxine Sprey 

Caela  Heke  Cassie Sutherland 

Catherine  Hills  Nanako Suzuki 

Uiese Holmes  Tsuzumi Takayama 

Grace Jansen  Talitha Tanuvasa 

Michaela Jensen  Nera Tautau 

Milenita Kaufusi  Summah Te Kahika-Heemi 

Tayler Kern  Christine Ualesi 

Vivian Khosho  Caira Uy 

Young Mi 
(Emi) 

Kim  Emily Van Voornveld 

Josie Kozyniak  Julie Vidal 

Jean Kozyniak  Brianna Winkles 

Alexandra  Langley  Moana Wooles 
 

 

 
If your name is listed and you were not there to collect 
your certificate you can collect it from the sports office.  
 
Uniforms 
There are still a lot of uniforms that have not been 
returned, Please return your uniforms ASAP. 

 
Summer Sport 
Summer sports have now started but if you still wish to 
play and haven’t signed up yet you can still sign up! Come 
to the sports office and sign up. 
 

Natalie Lundon 

Acting Sports Coordinator  



SCHOOL ORGANISATION 
 

IMPORTANT COLLEGE DATES TO NOTE IN TERM 4:   
 24 Oct:   Junior Leader interviews 

 25 Oct:   Junior Leader interviews (ctd) 

 29 Oct:   Senior Leader interviews 

 30 Oct:  Senior Leader interviews (ctd) 

 1 Nov :  Senior House Captain interviews 
      St Patrick’s College prizegiving, 7.30pm 

 2 Nov:   St Patrick’s College Leavers Mass, 10am-12pm 

 7 Nov:    SCC Thanksgiving Mass, 12.05pm 
               Senior students on study leave from 1pm 

 8 Nov:    Junior exams start 

 9 Nov:    ear 8 Entrance Testing, 9am-12noon 
                CSW Jnr Volleyball at ASB 

 10 Nov:   NCEA exams start 
                 CSW Jnr Volleyball at ASB 

 13 Nov:   Junior exams finish 

 16 Nov:   Marae visit/Tramp 

 7 Dec:      North Island Jnr Volleyball at ASB 

 26 Nov:   TEACHERS ONLY DAY.  No students at College today. 

 28 Nov:   Year 9 & 10 beach clean-up 

 3 Dec:      PTA meeting 7pm 

 4 Dec:      NCEA exams finish 

 5 Dec:      Senior Book Return, Periods 1-4 

 6 Dec:      ST CATHERINE’S PRIZEGIVING, 7PM at 
                 St Patrick’s College Assembly Hall 

                          Senior Leaders announced 

 10 Dec:    Graduation Dinner, 7pm 

 12-13 Dec:  Williams Shield, afternoon only 

 14 Dec:     SCHOOL CLOSES FOR THE YEAR 

 
 

SCHOOL CALENDAR DATES FOR 2013 
Included in this newsletter is a list of starting dates and term dates for 2013.   

 
 

Community News………………….. 
 

 
                                               PTA REQUEST FOR HELPERS FOR PRIZEGIVING 2012   

    The PTA urgently needs helpers.   

    After prizegiving on Thursday 6 December, there will be a  
Year 13 Leavers’ supper.  All the PTA members have children leaving this  

year so will not be able to help with the supper.  We would really appreciate your help.  This would 
involve setting up before prizegiving, serving supper afterwards and cleaning up. 
 
 If you can help, please phone the College office on 939-8988 and leave your name and contact 
details and we will be in touch with you.  Thank you. 

 
 

2012 Calendar of Sporting Events …. coming up 
College Sport Sportsperson of the Year Dinner 4 November 

Junior Volleyball Tournament 9–10 November 

Junior Touch Tournament 15 November 

Junior Bowls Tournament 20 November 

North Island Junior Volleyball 26-30 November 

 



 

St Catherine’s College 
 
 
 
 

 
 

SCHOOL CALENDAR DATES FOR 2013 
 

The Board of Trustees have approved the following start dates for 2013: 
 

 FRIDAY, 25 JANUARY 
10am-12noon  Year 13, Course Selection 
12pm-3pm  Year 13, Leadership Training 
12pm-3pm  Year 12, Course Selection  (or students can email:   
   mandy.page@stcatherinescollege.school.nz) 

 

 MONDAY, 28 JANUARY 
all day  Staff Professional Development 
9am-3pm  Year 13 Leadership Training 

 

 TUESDAY, 29 JANUARY 
Morning only  Staff Professional Development 
10am-3pm  Years 9 and 13 Peer Support.     [Note:  Students should wear mufti] 

 

 WEDNESDAY, 30 JANUARY 
8.40am-3.25pm Years 9,10,11,12,13 to attend Powhiri at 8.40am, then go to class for the remainder of  

the day.  [Note:  Students should be in full summer uniform] 

 

 THURSDAY, 31 JANUARY 
8.40am-3.25pm Normal class timetable starts 

 

 MONDAY, 4 FEBRUARY 
Classes commence at St Patrick’s College 

 

 WEDNESDAY, 6 FEBRUARY 
Waitangi Day holiday – school closed 

 

 FRIDAY, 8 FEBRUARY 
Athletic Sports Day, Newtown Park 

 

 WEDNESDAY, 27 FEBRUARY to FRIDAY, 1 MARCH 
Year 10 camp 

 
EASTER HOLIDAY BREAK:  28 March – 2 April + Teacher Only Day on 3 April 
 School closes at 3.25pm on Thursday, 28 March 

 School re-opens at 8.40am on Thursday, 4 April (as Wednesday, 3 April is a Teacher Only Day and the school is closed). 
 

 
TERM 1 ENDS ON: Friday, 19 April, 2013 
TERM 2:  Monday, 6 May to Friday, 12 July 
TERM 3:  Monday, 29 July to Friday, 27 September 
TERM 4:  Monday, 14 October to Friday, 13 December 

 


